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FOR THE UN{VERSALIST MAGAZINE. 





Universal Benevolence. 


“Therefore, all things whatsoever ye would that men 
thould do to you, do ye even so to them: for this is the 
Jaw and the prophets,”°—Mat. vil. 12, 


The above cited scripture is wisely adapted to fn- 
press strongly upon the christian mind, enlarged views 
of the high responsibility towards ali the human family. 
The above injunction is from Christ our Saviour, ‘who 
spake as wever man spake ;—who went about doing 
good,’ and disiributing his favors to all the lost child- 
yen of men. Here is displayed, in a very few words, 
the character of Christ, whose views of things always 
appeared to extend, in removing the various bodily mal- 
adies, and in soothing and calming the perturbed mind; 
as well, to thein who were styled noted sinners, in those 
days he preached, as to those who were eonsidered more 
righteous and holy ! Christ’s conduct, when on earth, 
ever extended beyond the narrow, selfish, contracted, 
and censorious spirit of the Scribes and Pharisees ; and 
ever evinced that docility of temper, that meekness of 
spirit, lowness of life, simple and unadorned manners ; 
and with becoming reverence he obeyed both the laws 
ef Ged and man ; and finally, he completely fulfilled 
and faithfully discharged his august mission in this sub- 
Junary state; with full approbation and acceptance of 
God the Father; of doing “‘all things whatsoever ye 
wonld that men should do to you, do ye even so to 
them: for this is the law and the prophets.” 

The above command is correctly denominated the 
golden rule. It is adapted to all situations and condi- 
tions of life ; it is calculated to Jearn us, as dependent 
beings on one another, in whatever condition divine 
Providence may place us, *‘therewith to be content:” 
and it becomes us to consider and make our fellow crea: 
tures’ situation eur own, belore we can, eonsistently, 
and with a heart possessed with emotions of joy and 
sorrow, judge of our reciprocal obligation to one anoth- 
er, in order, to inake a just estimate of this high behest. 
It contains all the main principles of religion. It is cal- 
culated to make our path here through life pleasant ; 
atid in a future state of existence, it will enable us to 
meetGod,&all onr fellow mortal: withserene composure, 


ye think ye have eternal] life: and they are they which | nothing but absurdities and irreconcileable inconsisten- 
testify of me,” John v. 39. Those people who have cies. They are nothing, however, but a small speci- 
narrow, contracted, and diminutive views of God and! men of the natural conclusions and deductions, which 
Christ, have only great impediments of the mind in are discoverable and to be drawn from the erroneous 
putting into practice the social and mora] duties incum- | sentiments of Calrinism, or other limifartans/ The 





bent on them to perform. Our views of religion ought | 
to be universal, and extend to all the haman family, as 
brethren, otherwise we cannot fulfil the words of our: 
Saviour, “of doing whatsoever’ ye would that men | 
should do to you, do ye even so to them.” 
Now permit me, indulgent reader, to query relative | 
to the practical views of the above noticed command of ; 
our Saviour; make some application of it in these re- 
spects, and illustrate it for the serious consideration of 
these, who, advocate the unmerciful and false doctrine 
cf eternal misery. Let us query and ask, whether “ 
all-wise and holy God, would wish to be consigned to 
the infernal region of despair and suffer never endless 
torments? You would undoubtedly say, certainly not. 
Vell then, how can elernal misery be true, without God 
violates his own command? and does by his dear child- | 
ren, whom he hos created and brought into existence, | 
very differently, from what he is willing to be done by, | 
himself! ! If God is not willing to suffer eternal misery, | 
then there is not the least shadow of reason in the world 
to think, that he will allow any of bis created ofispring 
to be be left to such a fate! Does God impose such 
unreasonable duties upon man, in a religious point of 
view, such as he is not willing to discharge himse!f? Is 
God’s mercy to be tarnished or corrupted, and made a 
thing of vindictive wrath? Is God's justice to be violat- 
ed and set at naught, because man says, that God will, 
in a future state, consign a great portion of the human 
species to endless woe? No! God’s justice consists 
wholly in ‘tdoing whatsoever that men should do to 
you, do ye even so to them.”? Is God’s goodness to be 
limited to a few souls, when the bible says, ‘sit is the 








main arguments of Calvinism, if they mean any thing at 
all, make God to be a being possessed with alt creciiy, 
ferocity, and despotism, or limited im all his divine 
attributes! It appears from Calvinistic writers, in gen- 
eral, especially those who preach on the sabbath in the 
sacred pulpit; that they cannot be contented with, 
nor reconciled to the belief of universal happiness ; but 
seem to insist with all the malign composure, and un- 
gratifying complacency, that a considerable portion of 
mankind will inevitably be doomed to everlasting ruin. 
They seem to feel willing, without any kind of proof, 
to have any one, excepting themselves and some purti- 
cular friends, to be placed on the left hand, and be 
cast into outer darkness, where there is weeping, and 
wailing, and gnashing of teeth.’ Why do not these 
christians, | would seriously inquire, feel willingly dis- 
posed to do unto their fellow creatures as they would 
wish to be done by; and have as good an opinion of 
their fellow mortals, as they have of themselves? For 
we are commanded, “to love thy neighbour as thyself ; 
this do and thou shalt live.”” Neighbor in this passage, 
has an unlimited or indefinite meaning, it inclades all 
the individuals of mankind. Partialists, attend! ! You, 
onght to remember what the scriptures say, as well as 
possible that you are in an egregions error, that you “be 
not high minded, butfear.”” The words of St. Paul are, 
‘*therefore,thon art inexcuseable,O man, whosoever thou 
art that judgest ; for wherein thou judgest another thou 
condemnest thyself; for thou that judgest doest the 
same things.’? I.et universal benevolence prevail, and 
Jet the pure spirit of the gospel dwell in every heart, 
and with this belief impressed on the mind, as depend- 


goodness ef the Lord that Jeadeth thee to repentance,” | ent and social creatures we all should fee) more dispos- 
And limitarians ackuowledge that it is unbounded : Ist ed to do by our fellow kindred, as we should wish to be 
God’s infinite power to be overthrown and demolished, | done by—for this would then be an universal law, sanc- 


because a few narrow contracted mortals, boldly assert, | 
that the devil will Gnally obtain a great portion of man- | 
kind, and is to rule, govern, and use his infernal power, 
as it seemeth good in his sight; take the dearly be-| 
loved children which God’s infinite power created, end | 





man sagacily to describe, angels to imagine, or God to 
prepare ? Is God's wisdom to be rejected, despised and 





hor then, we shall be, in Christ, “tell in all 5°? and par- 


ticipate in full fruition the everlasting blessing of the | 


Lord, even life forever more. Then, and not till then, 
in every respect, will the subsequent passage of haly 
writ, be gloriously fulfiled, “Behold how good and how 
asant it is, for brethren to dwell together in unity.” 
But, notwithstanding, this goldeu injunction, how 
pinny there cre who deviate from it; especially those 
“whohold up the anfiserip/ural tenet of eternal misery. 
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| discarded , because the devil can use so much subtlety, 
} cunning crafiines, and all the insinuations with Christ 
| that he was master of, to make him believe that *‘all the 
' kingdoms of the world, end the glory of them, were his, 
jand would give all these things to Christ, if he would 
| fali down and worship hint? Is God's truth or vera- 
| city to be doubted in fulfling his sacred promises ; be- 
cause ‘the ccvil goes about seeking whom he may de- 


put them in unutterable torture, which are beyond hu-! love mercy, and walk humbly with his God.’ 
|is no limitarian believer on earth who would advocate 











They pretend to be followers of Jesus, whose yoke is} your?” Is God’s universal benevolence, or redemp- 
easy and burden light; yet, they do not conduct to-| tion, on such a precarious foundation, as that ali will 
wards their fellow creatures as they would wish to be! not see the salvation of God; becaure the devil and his 
done by. This class of christians, in advocating the | favorite adherents on earth, possess so much superior 
cause of religion, according to their creed which they | power of malice, wrath and carnal enmity ; that they 
profess to believe, bears a great similitude to the Scribes | overpower God’s grace, and make him sacrifice his ben- 
und Pharisees, when Christ thus addressed them in| evolent intentions of doing unto his offspring differently 
Mat. xv. 6—9, “Thus have ye made the commandment! from what he would wish to, in condescending to grati- 


tioned, ratified and approved, by all the holy prophets 
since the world began. For there is none who can be 
strictly and correctly called christians on earth, if they 
are not willing ‘*to do, as they would wish to be done 
by.”? It is the duty of every christian, **to do jostly, to 

There 


such heart-chillg sentiments, if he thought that he 
should be finally a reprobate himself! Such believers 
as these are not willing to be esteemed as deserving fa- 
ture eternal misery ; but are very willing to deal out 
damnation to their fellow mortals. It is a solemn and 
undeniable fact, that they do not appear willing, ra- 
tionally, 80 abide by the law and the testimony, to do 
unto all men as they wish to be done by. 

Again, there is one thing more I sball mention, which 
really appears to be reprehensible, in a moral view, 
among many of the Calvinists; though I do not’ pre- 
tend to say it is the case with them all. Butitis so 
much so, that itis a practice which ought to be discard- 
ed and detested, for it reflects great dishonor upon the 
professed Calvinistic followers of Christ; and shows 
clearly that they are not dictated, in their conduct, b 
a spirit of meekness, clarity nor love. What ! parti- 





of God of none effect by your tradition. Ye hypocrites! fy the evil designs and machinations of the great adver- 


well did Esaias prophesy of you, saying, this people: sary of sonls? or else, is it possible for God to exercise | 
draweth nigh unto me with their mouth, and honoreth' infinile hatred towards his ceeated intelligences? es- | 


me with their lips, teaching for doctrines the command-j teem them as his inveterate enemies to all eternity ? 
ments of men.” Christ was an obstinate oppose: to | when he has solemnly enjoined it on all the hawan fam- 
tradition, and the docfrines of men, which prevailed in | ily, individually, to one another as an indispensable du- 
his day; these evils are but too conspicuous «nd pre-| ty, to love onr enemies, to bless them that curse us, do 
dominant at the present day; for lim#larran believers, | good to them that hate us, and pray for ‘hem who de- 
generally, are very fond of supererogatory duties of spitefully use us, and persecute us? Man, in this re- 
man’s invention, for the purpose of displaying a zeal for spect, (allowing God at this iime not willing to perform 
God; but not much according to knowledge. 
the false traditions and doctrines of man’s invention 
vanish like a moth, and may we follow the admonition fect than he is; and we are only commanded to 
of ovr Saviour, and we shall then be sure of |; wing a| “be perfect even as he is perfect.””. Any person hay- 
true guide, whose example is worthy of imitation; | ing common discernment would answer all the above 
whose precepts are pure, and whose doctrines are free! qucries in the negative. 

from every species of illiberality and unjust creeds of| Now, kind reader, look at the above interrogations, 
men. For he says, “Search the scriptures ; forin them: poader upom them, and you will Bad that they contaiu 





Maya’! the same duties himself, that he enjoins on his depen- | 
‘ent creatures,) is called upon by God to be more per- | 


cularly allude to is this; there appear to be many Cala 
vinists, who have such dreadful fears of the infinite 
mercy of God, that all mankind will finally participate 
jin eternal felicity, that he will completely triumph and 
‘be “tall in all; so that they feel dispored to gratify 
‘their corrupt nature, many of them, and are very reluc- 
‘tant to hold communion of the Lord's supper, with any 
‘of those who believe and espouse, the mercifol, all-gra~ 
‘cious and glorions doctriue of God’s universal beteve- 
lence: even those who are of regular stauding in other 
churches; yes, | mean those members who were former- 
ly Calvinistic prof-ssors; and they see fit and 

cause afterwards, with a full persuasion and conviction 
of the truth of the sentiment as it is in Jesns; to become 
firm and established Universalists! This is an. indispu- 
table fact and onght to be made known, publicly, aaa 
disgrace upon those who practice such unbecoming con- 
dact in matters of religion; for it actually appears with 
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the conduct of many of the Calvinists in this respect, 
they imitate the bigoted and supercilious Pharisee of 
old, who “prayed thus with himself, God, { thank thee, 
that [am not as other men are, extortioners, unjust, 
adulterere, or even as this publican.’> May such arbi- 
trary conduct as tis, ever be a sufficient caution anda 
solemn warning to you, who are Universalists, not to 
imitate such partial religionists ; bat may your conduct 
ever be justified and not made an example for just cen- 
sure, through the tender mercy of our God, whereby 
the day-spring from on high hath visited us, to give 
light to them who sit iu darkness, and in the shadow of 
death; to guide our feet into the way of peace. But 
may you, universal brethren at large, fervently pray for 
those, who know not what manner of spirit they are of; 
and imitate the pious and humble Publican, as he pray- 
ed for himself, only apply his brief invocation univer- 


sally, to the human race, God be merciful to us sin- 


ners. You, who are Universalists, it is presumed, will 
ever extend your liberal and rational views, so far, as 
ever to be willing and ready to receive any member of 
any other denomination, to partake of the Lord’s sup- 
per. This has always, so far as | have any knowledge 
ef the matter, been your practice, and may it always 
indure. Christ, it is known, was rebuked by the Phar- 
isees, as the Universalists are now persecuted and de- 
spised by the Calvinists, of eating and drinking with 
publicans and sinners, but what did Christ say unto 
‘them, he replied as follows, they that be whole need 
not a physicien, but they that are sick. But go ye and 
learn what that meanetb, I will bave mercy and net 
sacrifice ; for | am not come to call the righteous but 
finners to repentance, Mat. ix. 11—13. Universalists, 
may you ever walk worthy of the high vocation where- 
iw you are called ; may yeur light so shine throughout 
the benighted corners of the moral world, that others 
saay see your good works and glorify your Father who 
js in heaven! May you discharge, as much as possibly 
Heth in you, that universal daty, of “‘doing whatsoever 
that men should do to you, do ye even so to them; for 
this is the law and the prophets :” for you come not to 
destroy the law or the prophets, but to FunFin. May 
you have compassion, and exercise true christian char- 
ity to all those who may differ from you in religious 
sentiments, those who hold the truth in unrighteous- 
wess, and all those who are ignorant and out of the way, 
and finally to convince all of the truth as it ts in Jesus. 
But, notwithstanding, all the christian duties which are 
imcumbent on us to perform, either towards onr friends 
or foes, it is highly requisite for the Universalists, with 
a proper regard to meekness, ‘‘to contend earnestly for 
+e faith once delivered to the saints.» Your cause is 
just, your Jabor is great, the fields are white and ready 
for harvest; if the work you are engaged in, be the 
e@ounsel of God, it will stand ; the enemies of the truth 
you must endeavor to convince ; fight the good fight of 
faith, and in the end you will gloriously conquer by the 
grace of God, through our Lord Jesus Christ, who is 
the captain of our salvation. Then the eclaé of a never- 
ending celebration of praise will resound through the 
whole dome of heaven, of all the human and angelic in- 
telligences, and ‘‘ail will sing the song of Moses, the 
servant of God, and the song of the Lamb, saying, great 
and marvellous are thy works, Lord God, Almighty, 
jest and true are thy ways, thou king of saints..”°— 
Then will be brought to pass the saying, that is written, 
Death is swallowed up in victory. O death! where is 
thy sting? O grave! where is thy viclory? The sting 
of death is sin, and the strength of sin is the law. But 
thanks be to God, who giveth us the victory, through 
our Lord Jesus Christ. Calvinists! one word of advice 
and caution at this present juncture, is for your solemn 
and serious consideration, ‘“‘whether it be right in the 
sight of God to hearken unto you more than unto God, 
judge ye.”” You must also remember, that Universal- 
ists do not mean to imitate you, and feel willing to 
¢ommune with you on earth, in eating and drinking in 
commemosation of gur Saviour, in fudflling his dying 
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and last injunction; **This do in rememberance of me;”” 
and anticipate atthe future and the all-glorious era of 
meeting you all of every persuasion, ‘from the east and 
from the west, from the north and from the south, and 
to sit down with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob in the king- 
dom of heaven ;” “twhere the wicked will cease from 
troubling, and the weary be at rest.’? ‘Then there will 
be but one communion table; all the human family, 
typically called sheep, made fit partakers and welcome 
guests ; (hese will make but one fold ; and God, through 
the merits of his Son Jesus Christ, the one good shep- 
herd of the sheep; for Christ says, ‘I am the way, the 
truth and the life.” Again, “Iam the door; by me, 
if any man enter in, he shall be saved, and shall go in 
and out, and find pasture,” containing the bread of 
everlasting life of Jesus, who took bread and blessed it, 
and break it, and gave it to the disciples, and said, take 
eat; this is my, body. And he took the cup, and gave 
thanks, and gave it to them, saying, drink ye all of it: 
for this is my blood of the New Testament, which is 
shed for many for the remission of sins. 

Finally, there are mary other things that I could 
mention (and perhaps I shall, if I see fit and proper 
cause, at some future period,) in the conduct of many 
of the Calvinists, which is not agreeable to the gospel ; 
nor even becoming sound reason, nor congenial to com- 
monsense. When you depart, so far, from the require- 
ments of the gospel, what kind of reasor have the Uni- 
versalists to imagine that you are sincere in your chris- 
tian profession or pretences? I should not feel dispos- 
ed by any means, to expose your conduct, or censure 
your sentiments, if] was not very well acquainted with 
your unjustifiable conduct. Let us live in peace,as much 
as possibly with allmen. As we have, therefore, op- 
portunity, let us do good unto all men ; especially unto 
them who are of the household of faith.” ‘“‘If there be 
therefore, any consolation in Christ; if any comfort of 
love ; if any fellowship of the spirit; if any bowels and 
mercies, fulfil ye my joy ; that ye be like minded, hav- 
ing the same love; being of one accord, of one mind. 
Let nothing be done through strife or vain glory; but 
in lowliness of mind, let each esteem the other better 
than himself. Look not every man on his own things, 
but every man also on the things of others. Let this 
mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus—that at 
the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in 
heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth ; 
and that erery tongue should confess that Jesus Christ 
is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. Phil. ii. 1—5, 
and x. 11. Now, jet us faithfully bear in mind, and 
have it influence our conduct, one and all, this energet- 
ic, important, universally required, but summary in- 
junction, ‘therefore, whatsoever ye would that men 
should do to you, do ye even so to them; for this is the 
Jaw and the prophets.” R, C##e*, 

Middleboro’ June 15. 
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THE NOTE PREACHER......NO. I. 
“Ye know not what manner of spirit ye are of ; for the 
Son of man is not-come to desiroy men’s lives, but to 
save them.” —Luke ix. 55, 56. 


The Jews and Samaritans considered themselves as 
worshippers of the same God; but disputed the place 
of worship. The Samaritans said, Gerrizim, and the 
Jews said Jerusalem was the place, ‘‘where men ought 
to worship.” This caused an enmity between them, 
which rose td so high a pitch that they finally had no 
dealings together; nor would the Samaritan receive a 
Jew into his house, if he was bound to Jerusalem to 
worship, instead of the place where he worshipped. 

This last circumstance, was the cause which produc- 
ed the words of our text. Because the Samaritans 
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they knew he was bound for Jerusalem, the disciples 
were for praying fire from heaven to consume them, af- 
ter the example of Elijah. The compassjonate Sa- 
viour, not only denied their request, but severely re- 
proved them for their ignorance, and also taught them, 
what they had never before known, viz. that he came 
to save men’s lives, and not to take them away. The 
following appears plain from the text, viz. That tie 
doctrine of destruction is not the doctrine of Christ ; or. 
he who pleads for the destruction of mankind, is not 
thus moved by the spirit of Christ, but the spirit of ix 
norance or darkness. 

The salvation of all men, is the first thing tarrght men 
by the spirit of God. ‘The grace of God, which bring- 
eth SALVATION, hath appeared unto all men.” This ie 
what the spirit of God teaches all good men to pray for 
even after they have preached against it. This al 
wicked mex need ; this all creation declares, and this 
all the prophets gave witness unto. The first time the 
word salvation is mentioned in the scriptures, is ix 
Gen.xlix.18, aud was spoken by an individual ; **! have 
waited for thy salvation, O Lord.” ‘The Jast time it is 
mentioned, iu Rey. xix. 1, and was spokey by many, 
even al], ‘And after these things I heard a great voice 
of much people in heaven, saying, Alleluia! Sarya- 
Tr1oN, and glory, and honor, and power, unto the Lord 
our God.” In chapter 5th we are told, that honor was 
ascribed to him that sitteth upon the throne, by every 
creature in heaven, earth, under the earth, in the sea, 
and by allinthem. Peter says of this Salvation, 1 Pe- 
ter i. 10, ‘‘Of which salvation, the prophets have in- 
quired and searched diligently.” If we attend to the 
voice of the prophets concerning SALVATION, we shall 
find it to be a general, or a “common Salvation.” Isa. 
lii. 10, **The Lord hath made bare his holy arm in the 
eyes of all the nations, and all the ends of the earih 
shall see the Salralion of our God.”” 

This Salvation, the prophet said should be brought 

by Zion’s King. Zach. ix. 9, “Rejoice greatly, O 
daughter of Zion! Shout, O daughter of Jerusalem ; 
behold, thy king cometh unto thee; he is just, and 
having Salealion.”” When this king was brought into 
the temple; with unspeakable joy, Simeon, proclain- 
ed ‘Mine eyes have seen thy Salration, which thou 
hast prepared before the face of all people ; a light to 
lighten the gentiles, and the glory of thy people Israel.” 
This Jesus proved, when he said, “This day is Salra- 
tion come to this house.» This the prophets foretold, 
should be the grand subject for the future ministers ef 
Jesus to carry to different and distant nations ; until 
‘fall flesh shal] see the Salvation of God.” Listen to 
the prophetic language of Isaiah, ch. lii. 7, “How beau- 
tiful upon the mountains are the feet of him that bring- 
eth good tidings, that publisheth peace: that bringeth 
good tidings of good, that publisheth Salvation, thet 
saith upto Zion, thy God reigneth.”” This the apostles 
preached to all and for all; which led the damsel to 
say, “These men are the servants of the most high 
God, which shew unto us the way of Salsalion.”” 
How different is the language of our modern preach- 
ers from that of the apostles; or of him who said, **The 
Son of man is not come to destroy men’s lives, but to 
save them!” Instead of being clothed with Salvation, 
we now see them clothed with damnation ; sentencing, 
in their public discourses, the greater part of the offs- 
pring of God to endless misery, without a possibility of 
escape. The main business of many at this day is, to 
prove, that God will destroy or hold in misery, almost 
the whole human race. Like some of ancient times, 
they appear mad upon their idols; so that the saying of 
the prophet is true ; ‘The prophet is a fool, and the 
spiritual man is mad.” Though the scriptures do not 
mention one word about misery, excepting in this life, 
yet they are so full of the doctrine, that they think the 
whole bible contains proof it. Like the intoxicated 
roan, who, when he reels supposes it is the earth, instead 
of himself, 





would not receive the Saviour into their houses, when 


There is no man on earth who can love this doctrine 
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of destruction, plead for it, and at the same time love 
his enemies, and wish well to all men, A man to love 
such doctrine, must be an ungodly man, or destitute of 
the love of God in his heart; as love worketh no ill to 
his neighbor. He must be ignorantof the spirit which 
he is of. 

Not long ago, I had an opportunity to hear a Baptist 
minister converse upon the subject of endless misery. 
He had not only the theory, but the spirit of the doc- 
trine. His God was filled with revenge against the non- 
elect—his Saviour, had no pity for them; and the 
preacher was like unto them. He appeared to me 
wretched in the extreme. He raged, he despised the 
doctrine of the Salvation of al] men; he called it the 
doctrine of devils preached in Eden, leading to every 
thing bad. He grew warm soul and body, and appear- 
ed at last to loose his appetite, and all sense of common 
civility. J felt hurt, grieved, and abused; and do not 
remember of ever being so treated before, by one call- 
ing himself a minister of him, who ‘‘came not to destroy 
men’s lives, but to save them.” 

Reflect a moment upon the condition of our fellow 
citizens, under the doctrine of eternal destruction. We 
are taught, that all men are born free and equal; hav- 
ing certain unalienable rights. ‘The heavens, earth, sea, 
air, and fountains, declare that God is impartially good 
to all. The calmness of all around, declares a God of 
peace. The scriptures tell us, God loves all, that 
Christ came to save all—That God will have all to be 
saved, and come to the knowledge of the truth, &c.— 
Amidst all these glorious testimonies in man’s favor, 
thousands of Americans sit and hear, that on God’s ac- 
count, or their own, they must, after all enjoyed here, 
be doomed to pain and misery, as Jong as God lives, 
without a possibility of release. For al] this they wust 
pov, from one dollar te sixty per week, to the man who 
telis them this gospel]; and after paying for this knowl- 
edge, they must endure the punishment foretold, and 
that forever. 

God grant the time may soon come, when men shall 
be employed in publishing SAnvaTion ; and when all 
shall say of Jesus, **This is indeed the Christ, the Sa- 
viour of the world.”’”—Amen. 


—_————— 
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BALLOU versus BALLOU. 


Mr. Fditor,—I have lately read the review of a lec- 
ture sermon, delivered in Boston, by the Rev. Hoska 
BAttov, on the evening of the third sabbath in Janua- 
ry, 1820—by Adin Ballou. The writer of the Review 
is unknown to me in every other way, than by com- 
mon teport; which says that he is a young man, not 
yet arrived to the age of twenty-one. It is not my in- 
tention, or duty, to minutely examine this publication ; 
but I cannot refrain from expressing my surprise, at see- 
ing such language published to the world, from one 
whose youth should have warned him to express him- 
self with less disrespect to superiors. He has poured 
a volley of abusive language, upon a beloved and re- 
spected minister of the gospel; whose age, experience, 
usefulness and moral conduct, entitle him to the es- 
teem of the world. He has endeavored to degrade the } 
character of a respectable elass of christians, by repre- 
senting them as “‘guarrelsome, tyrannical, unnatural, 
disobedient, unkind, dishonest, unjust, immoral, inlem- 
perate, angry, resentful, desperately proud, and blas- 
phemous.” Is not this an unaccountable violation of 
christian charity and common justice? He continues, 
‘Sand finally, will it do to trust many of these heaven- 
born subjects,” (meaning Universalists,) ‘with all their 
pretension to a new birthy and so much love, with pro- 
perty, or any thing valuable, without having the arm of 
the civil law open against them? I think I am not 
afraid to answer, No! It appears to me surprising 
that any one, who claims the least pretension to a belief 


of the doctrine of Jesus Christ, should permit such a 
seutiment to he written by his pen. Is this the effu- 
sion of love? Of love to all men? Charity would Jead 
us to suppose that our young writer was immoderately 
fond of indulging in hyperbole, had he not explicitly in- 
formed us, that **This is not a false or overstrained re- 
presentation of the true character of those, who say 
they believe in this doctrine.” Reader, does this per- | 
son write as if he was dictated by the principles of the 
christian religion? He adde, “The reader will under- 
stand that | make allowance for those, who are truly to 
be respected for their morality and virtuous conduct, 
&c.” This is really a splendid manifestation of the 
honesty of his heart! Who would not do this? And 
how many wil) he allow these tobe? Hear the an- 
swer in his own words. “I will not, however, deny 
that there may be some who prefess to be Universalists, 
that are actuated by the pure principles of love; bul al 
is in my opinion very rare ; and if there should be such 
a character, it is not from a belief in Universalism that 
he is induced thus to act.”” What should we suppose 
would induce him, then? From what we have seen of 
the moral tendency of our young reviewsr’s belief, 
should we be led to suppose that it would be an induce- 
ment? Strange, as it may appear, yet these sentiments 
|came from one who has used his endeavors to make 
people believe that Uuiversalism is a licentious doc- 
trine. Has he not, while striving to shew this, civen 
us incontrovertible evidence of the immoral effect of 
hisown? If we ask our young reviewer how many 
Uuiversalits he supposes there are, ‘tactuated by the 
pure principles of love,” he informs us in the following 
words: **Where we find one of the above characters, 
we find ten that will not bear such a description.”— 
Here he has given a definition of the whole! A most 
wonderful instance of the exercise of charity !! 

These few quotations will show the state of the foun- 
tain, from which the sentiments, (throughout the review, 
have proceeded. We certainly cannot expect any 
thing like impartiality from such a source. It is per- 
fectly evident that the attempt was made, to brand Uni- 
versalists with infamy ! But I hope and trust, thot they 
will, by their actions, prove to the world, that ‘the 
goodness of God leadeth to repentance,” 

I would advise the young writer. to reflect upon the 
things which he has written; and see if they will ac- 
cord with scriptural direction ; and while he is so in- 
dustrious in watching the faults of others, to remember 
that it is his duty to extirpate from his own bosoin, those 
seeds of malevolence, which we fear are too deeply 
rooted there. When he shall have done this, we fee] 
assured that he will not “judge another man’s servant,” 
but remember that ‘‘to his own master he standeth, or 
falleth.” LAITHE, 
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To the Editor of the Magazine, 

Sir,—We read in Gen. i. 27, 28, ““God created man 
in his own image, in the image of God created he him: 
male and female created he them. And God blessed 
them, and God said unto them, be fruitful, and multi- 
ply.» And, Gen. ix. 1, ‘*God blessed Noah and his 
sons, and said unto them, be fruitful and maltiply.”— 
From these parents, sprang all mankind. 

Now, sir, the Calvinists believe, that God decreed 
that the greatest part of mankind, who have been on 
the earth, should be born in sin, die in their iniquity, 
and sink into endless torment ! 

The Arminians, believe that God knew, before he 
made mankind, that a great part of them, would sin 
against him, die in impenitence, and be tormented for- 
ever and ever, ina lake of fre and brimstone! As 
God knew this, it was as certaim, as a decree could 
make it. 

Now if Adam and Noah, knew as much as Calsinists 





have been their prospects, while obeying the divine 
command, “be fruitful and multiply??? To look for- 
ward, and contemplate, the numerous millions of their 
offspring, who should come into existence by their obey- 
ing the divine command, exposed or doomed, by the di- 
vine decree, or certain foreknowledge of God, to never 
ending sin and misery, must have been more distressing 
to their minds, than death, and their own datmation. 
For it is natural for pions parents, to be as concerned 
for their children’s welfare, as their own. 

Have we any reason to believe, that Adam or Noah, 
had any idea, that the good being, who gave them the 
command to be “fruitful and multiply,’ had determin- 
ed 3 or would leave, a great part of their children to 
sin and misery, through the interminable ages of eterni- 
ty? That he would introduce them into existence to- 
tally wicked? or permit them to wake themselves to- 
tally wicked, and never rescue them; but plunge them 
into woe and darkness, never, never, nerer to receive 
one drop of mercy, from the God, who made them ?— 
Could either Adam or Noah call this a blessing? It is 
said God blessed them; and said, “be fruitful and mul- 
liply.””. Multiply for what ’-—That God may have an 
innumerable multitude of rational souls, whom he may 
give to the devil, to torment in soul and body, more 
millions of ages, than there are grains of dust in the 
globe, and drops of water in the ocean. Yea, more 
years of distress and anguish, than there are particles of 
matter in the whole material universe. 

Some astronomers, calculate that there are seventy 
millions of stars. Many of these stars, are suns to ofhi- 
er systems. ‘Their magnitude is inconccivable! The 
sun of our system, is said to be a hundred thousand 
times greater than this earth. This globe is at least 
twenty five thowsand miles in circumference. ~Who 
can conceive of the number of grains of sand in one 
wile square? Who can number the spires of grass, an® 
the leaves of the trees that bave grown upon the earth, 
since time began? Who can number the drops of wa- 
ter, and the flakes of snow, that have fallen, in all the 
showers and storms from the beginning of the world ?>— 
Who can number the animals and insects that have 
breathed the vital air? Who can multiply all these to- 
gether, and number the mighty amount? But whenall 


these myriads of ages of torment are run out, eternity is 
scarcely begun. When the wailing millions of Adam’s 
and Noah’s children, made by a God of love and mer- 
cy, who had found a ransom, have endured the horrors 
of fire and brimstone, through all these countless years, 
they must be plunged inte another bottomless pit, and 
waste away the same number of years in wailing and 
ghashing ofteeth. When these are gone then another, 
and another, until this long period, shall be multiplied 
by the millions that are past! And so sball run on 
while the everlasting God exists, Such is the prof: <s- 
ed faith of all sects of christians, except Universslists. 
Universalists, believe that sin and misery, shall not al- 
ways exist. That as they bad a beginning, they shall 
have anend. That sin and misery are designed for the 
final good of God’s offspring. With this hope, Adam 
and Noah, and all.other parents, may cheerfully obey 
the divine command, ‘be fruitfu) and multiply, and re-~ 
plenish the earth !” SEEK TRUTH. 


— 














JUST PUBLISHED, 

ND for sale at this Office, price 12 1-2 cents, A 

Sermon, delivered. at the Installation of the Rev. 
Hosea Ballou, 2d. to the Pastoral care and charge of 
the First Universalist Society, in Roxbury, July 26,1821. 
by Paut Dean, pastor the First Universalist Church, 
in Boston. ‘T'o which is added the delivery of the Scrfp- 
tures, and Charge, by the Rev. Hosea Ballou, of Bos- 
ton; and the Right Hand of Fellowship, by the Rev. 
Edward Turner, of Charlestown; with an original 
Hymn, written for the occasion, by John Howe, of 
Roxbury. 





Henry Bowen, publisher of this paper, will leave 
town on Saturday next for Philadelphia, by water ; 
and return by the way of New-York, Hudson and Al- 
bany. Any friends who may have business which they 
wish transacted at either of the above places shall have 
their commands faithfully executed by leaving them at 





and Arminians, prefend to know, how gloomy must 


this office. 
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CHARITY. 
Hn faith and hope, the world will disagree, 
But all mankind’s concern is, charify..°"—Pore, 





“Charity, modest, decent, easy, kind, 

Softens the high, and rears the abject mind ; 
Knows with just reigns, and gentle hand, to guide 
Betwixt vile shame, and arbitrary pride. 

Not soon provoked, she easily forgives ; 

And much she suffers, as she much believes. 

Soft peace she brings wherever she arrives ; 

She builds our quiet, as she forms our lives ; 

Lays the rongh paths of peevish nature even, 

And opens in each heart a little heaven.”°—Prior. 


The most distinct characteristic of christianity, is 
that spirit of charity and forbearance which pervades al] 
its precepts. The virtues of beneficence, were no 
doubt, respected by the ancients; but those precept: 
which commend to protection the poor and the weak, 
the blind and the naked, -belong essentially to relig/on. 
With what care and what lore does the christian Jegis- 
lator contioually return to the same sentiment and the 
same interest. ‘The tenderest sympathy lends to his 
words a persuasive unction. He admirably explains 
the close union, established between our sentiments to- 
wards the supreme Being, and our duties towards men. 
After having pronounced the love of God, ‘ the first 
commandment of the law,’ the evangelist adds, ‘and 
the second is like unto it; love thy neighbor as thy- 
self.” What simplicity, yet what extent of expression 
is here discovered! What can be more sublime, or in- 
teresting, than to offer continua!ly to our minds the idea 
of a God, taking on himself the gratitude of the unfor- 
tanate! Where can he found a principle of morality, 
of which the influence can ever equal a thought so 
gtand! The poor and the miserable, however abject 
their state, appear surrounded with a symbol of glory, 
when the love of buman'ty becomes an expression of 
the sentiments, which elevate us to God ; the mind 
ceases to be lost in the immensity of his perfections, 
when we hope to maintain an habitual intercourse with 
him, by the services we render to men.—The pressing 
exhortations to charity and benevolence, which abound 
in the sacred volume, should elevate our thoughts, and 
penetrate our minds with the most profound respect. 
It recalls us, it unites us to a sentiment more ancient 
than the world ;—to a sentiment by which we have re- 
ceived our existence, and all the hopes which compose 





our present happiness. The spirit of charity, so essen- 


tia] in its exact interpretation, may be applied to the | 
reg.'d and delicate attention, that different degrees of marvelous conversion, and divine inspiration says, how | 
talents reader recessary. Society, uoder this relation, | 


has its rich and its poor; and we know the extent of 
charity, and the secrets of our moral nature, when we 
practise that general benevolence, which preserves oth- 
ers from feeling a painful sentiment of inferiority ; and 
which makes it a duty to respect the veil, that a benefi- 
cent hand has designedly placed between the light of 
troth, and those imperfections which we cannot wholly 
correct. The christian teligion considers men as a 
great sociely, united by the same origin, nature, and 
dependencies, and by the same sentiment of happiness. 


Recommending the reciprocal duties of benevolence, | 
the gospel makes no distinction between an inhabitant ; 


of Jerusalem and Samaria. It takes man in the most 
simple, and the most honorable of bis relations ;-those 
which arise from an intercourse with Jehorah! 


not a few scatteradl individuals, on this immense globe, | ted States of 
who have a right to the protection, and beneficence of | gjyjded 


the Almighty ; but it is the whole human race, 
every son and daughter of Adam. The christian reli- 
gion, always, wise, always benerolent in its counsels 
forbids our forming hasty and precipitate judgments: 
who can read without emotion that lesson of indulgence, 
so mildly addressed to the assembled crowd, whic 





rounded the woman taken in adultery, ‘he that is 
without sin among you, let him cast the first stone at 
her.’ 

The precepts of the gospel are designed to destroy 
every bigoted, confident, or superstitious disposition. 
On one side it facilitates the study of morality, by re- 
ducing to simple principles the entire system of our du- 
ties; and on the other, seeks to render our intercourse 
with the supreme Being more easy; by teaching us, 
that we may unite ourselves to Him by the expansion of 
a pure mind ;—by informing us, that it is not either on 
mount Sion or Gerizem, that we are to raise an altar; 
but, that every honest beart is a emple, where the great 
eternal is adored ‘ in spirit and in truth.’ 

There have been these in ancient times, as well as 
the present, who, constrained by a false zeal, and more 
disposed to speak in the accents of a threatening mas- 
ter, than in the voice of God full of wisdom and good- 
ness, have too often muliiplied the duties of men, and 
interpolated the scriptures of God! Collecting a few 
scattered fragments of scripture, they have formed a bo- 
dy of divinity, foreign to the views and intentions of the 
apostles, and primitive christians. Very unlike the doc- 
trines inculeated by the blessed Saviour, they have 
changed piety into supersitiion ; jusiice into rigor ; and 
indulgence into weakness.—‘ Father forgive them for 


they know not what they do.’ JUSTITIA. 


——=_—— 
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ST. PAUL’S IGNORANCE EXPOSED. 
‘T'o the Editor of the Magazine, 

Sir,—I read in your 43d No. of the 2d vol. a remark 
of a Spectator, on the Rev. Aaron Green's sermon, de- 
livered at Marblehead. This sermon was delivered on 
an cxchange, of Mr. Green with Mr. Bartlett. By look- 
ing at what follows, you will find that it was a very 
even exchange, that is, the part of Mr. Green’s sermon 
(referred to in the Magazine) must be all imaginary ; 
and that of Mr. Bartlett's no better. Observe the text, 
and then hear part of the discourse, as | understood it; 
which I think is near yerbatim. Rom. vii 18, ‘ For to 
will is present with me, but how to perform that which 
is good, | find not.’ Often reverting to his text, he ob- 
served that he believed very many pious people were in 
the same difficulty, that St. Paul mentioned ; and then 
observed, that it would be the labor of that sermon, to 
show his hearers how to avoid that difficulty. Now 
what difficulty must he mean? Was it not, that, of 
which his text speaks? If so, St. Paul was more igno- 
rant than Mr. Bartlett; for he, notwithstanding his 


to perform that, which he willed he found nol; how 
biessed must the town of Marblehead be, to have a 


| preacher of more understanding than St. Paul !! 


AN OBSERVER. 
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‘UNITED WE STAND.’ 

There is nothing like union, especially in a good 
cause. When the Son of God was about sending his 
apostles into all the world, to bear his name to Gentiles 
and Kings, his exhortation was to them to love each 
other. In that wonderful prayer of bis, the great Sub- 


ject prayed for was Union, or that they might be one, 
€} that the world might know that John was sent of God. 
It is | For want of this union, we see a people called tbe * Uni- 
America,’ in religious matters, the most 


ofany people on earth; not only divided into 


—even | different denominations, but divisions among those of 
|the same name. In this way they must be overcome. 
»|—If the peopie called Universalists, are united in spirit, 
Bo people on earth may be more successful, in spread- 


} . 
(Ing the gospel;—one should ‘chase a thousand, and 
h sur- | two put tem thousand io fight.’ 


ai Sacred to Charity. rea 


MISSIONARY CARD. & 
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. 5 . bey p es 
Every Cent is a previous drop in the Mission +t, 


—, ‘ ‘6 a5 
Sry ocean, on which Ministers must sail, and bless-7~ 





tings flow to the islands of the seas, and tothe ends! * 
=of the earth, before all shali know the Lord. = = 
=F tes 
=} == 3 

# READER, PAY A PENNY. 4 
=f" ‘The avails of this will aid a Young Lady, whos 


is collecting for the American board of Foreign# 
=f Missions. = 
RET TTT Ee eT i a aS 

Note.—The above it a copy of a Card which is now 
circulating, printed on both sides, cither side a dupli- 
cate of the other! In this Card a very important truth, 
is very inadvertently, we think, expressed. * Every cent 
is a PRECIOUS drop in the Missionary ocean, on which 
Minisiers nvust sail.” Now, reader, if this is true, it is 
as clear as the sun at noon day, that the ** ocean on 
which Ministers must sai/,? is MONEY!!! The read- 
er will please to make his own comments. 

NV. Y. Gos. Herald. 
li 
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THE LOT OF THOUSANDS, 


~~ 


‘How many lift the head, look gay, and smile 
Acainst their conscience?’—Yorge. 


When hope lies dead within the heart, 
By secret sorrow close comceal’d, 
We shrink, lest lock or words impart 

What must not be reveal’d. 


*Tis hard to smile, when one could weep—~ 
To speak, when one would silent be— 
To wake, when one would wish to sleep, 
And wake to agony ! 
Yet such the lot by thousands cast, 
Who wander in this world of care: 
And bend beneath the bitter blast, 
To save them from despair! 


But Nature waits her guests to greet, 
Where disappointment cannot come; 

And Time guides, with unerring feet, 
The wearied wand’rers home. 








ORDINATION, 

On Wednesday Jast, Rev. Francis WAYLAND, Jun. 
was ordained to the pastoral care of the First Baptist 
Church in thistown, Introductory prayer, by the Rev. 
William Gammell, Sermon by Kev. Damel Sharp. 
Ordination prayer by Rev. Francis Wayland (Father of 
the pastor elect.) Charge by Rev. Thowas Daldwin, 
VD. D. Right hand of Fellowship by Kev. Lacius Bolles, 
Concluding prayer by Rev. Joseph Grafton. Benedic- 
tion by Rev. Francis Wayland, Jun. ‘Ihe whole ser- 
vices were performed with order and solemnity. ‘The 
Dinging was appropriate for the occasion, and periorme 
ed in a style, which reflects much credit upon the choir, 

— D+ oo 
TO CORRESPONDENTS, Ke. 

‘W.” to ‘An Inquirer After Truth,’ is received, and 

wil] appear in our next. 





ne an ne ae. 
MARRIED, 
In Plymouth, by the Rev. Mr. Whittemore, Mr. A- 
sahe! Porter, formerly of Reading, Mass. to Miss Han- 
nah Eleusten, of the former place. 
ng ny ____] 


DIED, 

In Southborough, Mr. Reed T'aylor, aged 28, of con- 
sumpuocn. He bore his sickness with chyistian forti- 
tude neotly eight mouth+, dusing which time, he never 
wag heard to utter a murmuring word; and when hia 
friends were cajled to surround his dying bed, he gave 
them the sweet consolation,that he firmly believed, that 
he shouid again meet thew in the realms of everlasting 











bliss, anc that their loss would be bis immortal gain. 
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